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BLAST results :  
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hazards of astrophysical ballooning                  Below: 2006: telescope 
dragged across ~hundred km of ice 
after parachute fails to release 
following 2006 observations. 
At left: 2010: scattered sunlight melts 
IR blocking filter after telescope spins 
out of control during ascent 
-  BLAST-TNG (stands for “the next generation”) 
-  ~2300 MKID detectors (cooled to 0.3 °K) 
 
-  primary mirror: carbon fiber reinforced polymer; 
Vanguard Space Technologies; 
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